
Alpena County George N. 

Fletcher Public Library 

Building a Reading 

Community 

2019  

Millage Renewal 

August 6, 2019 
 Over 11,000 people with Library cards 

 Almost 125,000 visits to the Library 

happened last year 

 Over 9,000 people attended a library 

program 

 690 Children read over 12,000 books 

during Summer Reading  

 Over 20,000 e-books, audiobooks and 

e-magazines were downloaded from 

the Library 

 Over 15,000 users of public computers 

or public wi-fi 

Phone: 989 – 356 – 6188 

E-mail: info@alpenalibrary.org 

About  the L ib rary  

Renovat ions   

Alpena County George N. Fletcher 

Public Library 
www.alpenalibrary.org 

211 N. 1st Ave. Alpena, MI 49707 

Library Services & Facts 

 Over 82,000 items to check out 

 Early Childhood Reading Programs 

 Cultural events 

 Award-winning History Archive 

 Computer Classes & Technology Help 

 Adult Literacy & GED tutoring 

 Science & Technology programs for 

Youth 

 Public Computers and Wi-Fi 

 Public Meeting Space 

 45 Year old building 

 Solves major problems, 

improves services, within a 

millage renewal 

 $3.75 million project 

  Less than half the cost of 

moving to another building or 

constructing a new library  

 Quinn Evans Architects of Ann 

Arbor selected as project 

architectural firm 

Project Objectives 

 Provide the best library for the 

least cost 

 Replace environmental systems 

& remove asbestos 

 Improve safety & security 

 Improve physical accessibility 

 Lower operating costs 

 Improve services  



Everyday translation 

  The Library had a 0.25 Mill millage 
originally approved in 2013 that expired 
in December 2018.  We are replacing 
that quarter of a mill millage with 
another quarter of a mill millage.  We 
are only asking  for the same rate in 
2019 as we had in 2018.  This ballot 
language does not mean that we are 
asking for a quarter of a mill on top 
of the earlier quarter of a mill.  We 
are replacing one with the other, not 
adding it on top of the other.   
   Because the 2013 millage has 
expired, that 0.25 mill levy will not be 
on the 2019 tax rates, UNLESS the 
voters agree to put it back on to the 
2019 tax rolls by increasing the 
constitutional limitation on the total 
amount of taxes.  This will increase the 
2019 rate back to the 2018 rate, but 
not any higher than that.  
   The total rate a millage charges a 
taxpayer must be on the ballot.  Since 
there is no rate higher than 0.25 mill 
listed on the ballot, we cannot levy more 
than that. MCL 211.24F 
    Last year a full Mill (1.0) generated 
$910,000. 
 A half mill (0.5) generated $455,000 
 A quarter mill (0.25) generated 
$227,000.   We anticipate a slight 
increase in this next year. 
  

Alpena County George N. Fletcher Public 

Library 

Sample Residential Property 

Tax Calculation 

Mi l lage 

Facts  

211 N. 1st Ave. Alpena, MI 49707 

Phone: 989 – 356 – 6188 

E-mail: info@alpenalibrary.org 

Renewal of Existing Millage 

Duration 20 years 

Rate .25 Mill 

Annual Levy $232,546 

Find on your winter 
tax statement 

Sample Values 

Fair Market Value $82,250 (median 
2019 home sales 
value) 

Assessed Value (one 
half FMV) 

$41,125 

Equalized Value $46,471 

Library Renewal 
Rate 

.25 Mil 

And here’s the math 
 
Assessed Value ÷ $1,000 (1Mill) 
x Renewal Rate= Cost of 
Renewal  
 

$41,125 ÷ $1,000 x 0.25 = $10.28 

 

(We think most households will 

pay between $9-$12) 

Official Ballot Language 

 

A PROPOSAL TO REPLACE AN EXISTING 

MILLAGE WHICH EXPIRES ON DECEMBER 

1, 2018, TO LEVY ONE QUARTER OF A 

MILL TO REMODEL, OPERATE, FURNISH 

AND EQUIP THE ALPENA COUNTY 

LIBRARY 

  

For the purpose of remodeling, 

operating, furnishing and equipping 

the Alpena County Library, shall the 

constitutional limitation upon the total 

amount of taxes which may be 

assessed in one (1) year upon all 

property within the County of Alpena, 

Michigan, be increased by up to 0.25 

of a Mill ($0.25 per $1,000 of taxable 

value), for a period of twenty (20) 

years 2019-2038) inclusive? 

  

If approved and levied in full, this 

millage will raise an estimated $232,546 

in the first calendar year of the levy 

based on taxable value.   


