Finding Aid: John McConnell Collection

Collection name: John McConnell Collection

Collection number: JMC-1; JMC-2

Dates: 1883-1917, 1981-1995

Quantity: JMC-1 = 4 boxes; JMC-2 = 14 boxes, 3 (4”- 3 ring) binders

Provenance note: Local historical maritime research compiled by creator
John McConnell, along with documentation gathered during his involvement
in Michigan’s underwater preserves, particularly Thunder Bay, Lake Huron.
Collection was donated to library in 2009.

Biographical & Historical Information: John McConnell is a maritime
enthusiast, hobbyist, and diver who has devoted several years to researching
the local historical maritime community including the lighthouse / life-saving
stations and area shipwrecks. He, also, played a significant role in the area’s
underwater preserve designation and in the development of the Thunder Bay
National Marine Sanctuary (TBNMS). He has been a member of the Michigan
Underwater Preserve Council, the Thunder Bay Island Lighthouse
Preservation Society, and an advisory member to the TBNMS, and a vessel
research member to the Great Lakes Maritime database managed through the
library.

Scope & Content: JMC-1: Copies of Middle Island Life-Saving Station
logbooks (1883-1917); TBNMS development activities (1993-95). JMC-2: City
of Alpena aerial photographs (1970s); Michigan Underwater Preserve Council
Meeting papers; Michigan Underwater Salvage & Preserve Committee papers;
local shipwreck research; steamer NEW ORLEANS Site Plan & Project
documentation; TBNMS development documentation; local commercial fishing
history; local maritime families.

Access: Open for research.

Preferred Citation: John McConnell Collection, Alpena County Geroge N.
Fletcher Public Library.
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1. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Beneath the Waves — Newsletter of the
Thunder Bay Proposed National Marine Sanctuary, 1994-2002)

2. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary —
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Management Plan)
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Sensing Proposal)
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Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Oceanus, Vol. 36, #3, Fall 1993 — Marine
Protected Areas)

Nou .k wnNeE

8. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Preliminary Comparative & Theme Study of
National Historic Landmark Potential for Thunder Bay, Michigan by Jay Martin)
9. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Shipwreck Survey)
10. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Shipwreck Survey)
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1. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary — Draft
Environmental Impact Statement/Management Plan)
2. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Thunder Bay Biological Monitoring)
3. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Thunder Bay Underwater Park & National
Shipwreck Sanctuary: a Business Plan, 1999)
4. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Underwater Preserve — history)
5. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Upwellings — news of the Great Lakes...from
Michigan Sea Grant College Program, 1996-2002)
6. Intentional Vessel Sinking Guidelines — Draft
7. Intentional Vessel Sinking Guidelines — Final
8. Public Program Analysis of Operations & Impacts of the Texas Liberty Ship Reef
Program by John D. Schwartz, 1980
9. 1989/90 Sport Diving Survey Results — Implications for Charter Operators by Stephen R. Stewart
10. 1990 Skin Diver Ad Conversion Study Results & Report
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1. Commercial Fishing — Thunder Bay, Lake Huron (An Archaeological Survey of the
Commercial Fisheries, Life-Saving Station, and Lighthouse Complex on the
Thunder Bay Island Group, Lake Huron, Ml by Erin Williams, 1998 w/ slides)

Commercial Fishing — Thunder Bay, Lake Huron (includes local photographs)

Local Maritime Families: CROSS

Local Maritime Families: CROSS

Local Maritime Families: CROSS (VHS)
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Local Maritime Families: NORSTRAND
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Book notes — remembrances
Maps — info — State of Ml Library; loran/lat. Long — vessel locations
NOAA automated wreck & obstruction information area
Thunder Bay, Lake Huron — Stories
Thunder Bay Sanctuary Research Collection

ok wNE

Vessels Built or Owned in Alpena, Ml area
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1. Shipwrecks: Alpena Boat Harbor — shipwreck move
2. Shipwrecks: Alpena Boat Harbor — shipwreck move (photographic slides)
3. Shipwrecks: Investigation of the sunken schooner barge, NEWELL A. EDDY, in Lake Huron by
Guy meadows, 1992

Shipwrecks: NORDMEER wreck light & side-scan sonar study

Shipwrecks: Ossineke Beach wreck site (transom)

Shipwrecks: Presque isle / Middle Island area

Shipwrecks: Rockport to Black River, etc. (includes photographs & slides)

Shipwrecks: Rockport to Black River, etc. (slides)

. Shipwrecks: Thunder Bay, Lake Huron (includes photographs & slides)
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10. Shipwrecks: Thunder Bay, Lake Huron (Lighthouses, Life-Saving Service, Coast
Guard for Middle Island & Thunder Bay Island)
11. Shipwrecks: Thunder Bay, Lake Huron
12. Shipwrecks: Thunder Bay, Lake Huron (TBI lifeboat pictures; slides of steamer
ALBANY, Hubbard Lake Dam, etc.)
13. Shipwrecks: Thunder Bay Island / North Point area

Binders 1 — 3: SHIPWRECK / VESSEL Research in Three 3-ring Binders



