
 
 

Finding Aid:  C. Patrick Labadie Collection   
[TBRC-12: 

Government Vessels] 

Collection name:  C. Patrick Labadie Collection 

Collection number:  TBRC -1 through 18 [TBRC-12 = GOVERNMENT 

VESSELS] 

Dates:  Late 18th Century to early 20th Century. 

Quantity:  385 linear feet + 6 (5 draw) map cabinets. 

Provenance note:  Collection gathered & researched since early 

adulthood.  Donated by C. Patrick & June Labadie in 2003 to NOAA; 

housed and managed by the Alpena County Library. 

Biographical & Historical Information:  The son and grandson of 

shipyard workers, Charles Patrick Labadie was reared in Detroit and 

attended the University of Detroit.  He began his career with the Dossin 

Great Lakes Museum, became director of the Saugatuck Marine 

Museum, then earned a master’s license for tugs and worked for Gaelic 

Tugboat Company in Detroit.  He directed Duluth’s Canal Park Museum 

(now Lake Superior Maritime Visitors Center) from its founding in 1973 

until 2001. In 2003, he was appointed historian for the NOAA’s Thunder 

Bay National Marine Sanctuary in Alpena, Michigan. 

Scope & Content:  This is an extensive 19th Century Great Lakes 

maritime history collection.  The vessel database is accessible through 

library’s website.  See the library’s card catalog to search the book 

collection. The major components of the collection are:  vessels, cargo, 

biographical, canals, owners, ports, technology / shipbuilding = broken 

down by vessels types (i.e. sail, tugs, propellers), and machinery.  Files 

include photographs, newspaper accounts, publications, vessel plans, 

maps & charts, and research notes. 

Access:  Open to research. 

Preferred Citation:  C. Patrick Labadie Collection, Thunder Bay National 

Marine Sanctuary, Alpena, MI. 
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Contents:   
TBRC-12:  TECHNICAL – GOVERNMENT VESSELS 

Box 1 of 2: 

  Folders 

1. Histories & Articles 
2. Histories & Articles “Coast Guard History” 
3. Histories & Articles “The Crimean Gunboats” 
4. Histories & Articles “Naval Construction on the Great Lakes” 
5. Histories & Articles “…Shipbuilding on the Great Lakes during World War II” 
6. Newspaper Clippings 
7. Photographs; A – F 

     ACACIA (WAGL-406) 

     AMARANTH 

     AUSTRIA, DON JUAN DE 

     BIBB, GEORGE M. 

     BRITOMART 

     CHASE, SALMON P. 

     CHERUB 

     COLONEL ABERT/SURVEYOR (see separate box)  

     COMMODORE PERRY 

     DAHLIA 

     ELEVEN FOOT SHOAL NO. 60 

     ESCANABA 

     ESSEX 

     FERN 

     FESSENDEN, WILLIAM P. 

     FIVE FATHOM BANK NO. 40 

8. Photographs; G – J 
     GOPHER 

     GRESHAM, WALTER Q. 

     HANCOCK 

     HAWK 

     HAZE 

     JOHNSON, ANDREW 

9. Photographs; L – N 
     LANSING SHOAL NO. 55 

     LANSTON 

     LORAIN L. 

     LORD STANLEY (?) 

     MANITOU 

     MARGARET 

     MARIGOLD 

     MENASHA 
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     MICHIGAN 

     MORRILL, LOT M. 

     NEMADJI 

10. Photographs; O – Y 
     OSSIPEE (WPG-50) 

     PADUCAH 

     PRINCE ALFRED 

     ST. JULIEN 

     SHERMAN, JOHN 

     SIMCOE 

     SUMAC 

     SURVEYOR (Colonel Abert/Surveyor – see separate box) 

     TUSCARORA 

     VIDETTE  

     VIGILANT 

     WARREN, GENERAL G. K. 

     WILLIAM, CHARLES 

     WILMETTE 

     WILMINGTON 

     WOLVERINE (see MICHIGAN) 

     WOODBURY, LEVI 

     WOODRUSH (WAGL-407) 

     YANTIC 

11. Photographs; Unidentified 
12. Technical Drawings / Plans 
  BEAR 

  BRITOMART 

  CAYUGA 

  COAST GUARD 

  COAST GUARD WLB profile 

  COAST GUARD WLM profile 

  EAGLE 

  FESSENDEN, WILLIAM P. 

  GETTYSBURG 

  HAMILTON, ALEXANDER 

  LANE, HARRIET 

  LANE, JOSEPH 

  LOUISIANA 

  MACKINAW 

  MAPLE 

  NORTHLAND 

  Wm Simons & Co. Tug No. 130 



 
 

Finding Aid:  C. Patrick Labadie Collection   
[TBRC-12: 

Government Vessels] 

 Box 2 of 2: 

  Folders 

1. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  “Charting the Inland Seas: a History of the U.S. 
Lake Survey” 

2. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Contract to build 
3. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Correspondences (research) 
4. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Engine documents (1844) 
5. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Historical data / Articles 
6. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Journal kept on board (May-Oct 1844) 
7. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Newspaper clippings 
8. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Patent / Design documents 
9. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Photographs 
10. COLONEL ABERT / SURVEYOR:  Proposal form for building Lake Survey steamers 

 

 


