
 
 

Finding Aid:  C. Patrick Labadie Collection   
[TBRC-8: 

Sidewheel Steamers] 

Collection name:  C. Patrick Labadie Collection 

Collection number:  TBRC -1 through 18 [TBRC-8 = SIDEWHEEL 

STEAMERS] 

Dates:  Late 18th Century to early 20th Century. 

Quantity:  385 linear feet + 6 (5 draw) map cabinets. 

Provenance note:  Collection gathered & researched since early 

adulthood.  Donated by C. Patrick & June Labadie in 2003 to NOAA; 

housed and managed by the Alpena County Library. 

Biographical & Historical Information:  The son and grandson of 

shipyard workers, Charles Patrick Labadie was reared in Detroit and 

attended the University of Detroit.  He began his career with the Dossin 

Great Lakes Museum, became director of the Saugatuck Marine 

Museum, then earned a master’s license for tugs and worked for Gaelic 

Tugboat Company in Detroit.  He directed Duluth’s Canal Park Museum 

(now Lake Superior Maritime Visitors Center) from its founding in 1973 

until 2001. In 2003, he was appointed historian for the NOAA’s Thunder 

Bay National Marine Sanctuary in Alpena, Michigan. 

Scope & Content:  This is an extensive 19th Century Great Lakes 

maritime history collection.  The vessel database is accessible through 

library’s website.  See the library’s card catalog to search the book 

collection. The major components of the collection are:  vessels, cargo, 

biographical, canals, owners, ports, technology / shipbuilding = broken 

down by vessels types (i.e. sail, tugs, propellers), and machinery.  Files 

include photographs, newspaper accounts, publications, vessel plans, 

maps & charts, and research notes. 

Access:  Open to research. 

Preferred Citation:  C. Patrick Labadie Collection, Thunder Bay National 

Marine Sanctuary, Alpena, MI. 
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Contents:   
TBRC-8:  TECHNICAL – SIDEWHEEL STEAMERS 

Box 1:  Advertisements – Archaeological Studies 

 Folders 

  1.  Advertisements 

  2.  Archaeological Studies:  ALABAMA, 1849 

  3.  Archaeological Studies:  ARCTIC, 1851 

  4.  Archaeological Studies:  CUMBERLAND, 1871 (1 of 2) 

  5.  Archaeological Studies:  CUMBERLAND, 1871 (2 of 2) 

  6.  Archaeological Studies:  MAPLE LEAF, 1851 (1 of 2) 

  7.  Archaeological Studies:  MAPLE LEAF, 1851 (2 of 2) 

  8.  Archaeological Studies:  NIAGARA, 1845 (1 of 2) 

  9.  Archaeological Studies:  NIAGARA, 1845 (2 of 2)  

  10.  Archaeological Studies:  PALMER, JULIA, 1833 

  11.  Archaeological Studies:  SEBASTOPOL, 1854 

  12.  Archaeological Studies:  SEEANDBEE, 1912-13 

  13.  Archaeological Studies:  SUPERIOR, 1845 

  14.  Archaeological Studies:  TRAVELLER, 1852 

Box 2:  Bonds – Newspaper Clippings 

 Folders 

  1.  Bonds:  $500, Duluth, Minnesota, 1873 [copy] 

  2.  Correspondence:  Steamer CLEVELAND, 22 October 1843 [copy] 

  3.  Histories:  “Telescope”- CITY OF DETROIT III; TASHMOO 

  4.  Histories:  “The Cost of Steamboating in the 1830s & 1840s” 

  5.  Histories:  “Early Great Lakes Steamboats, 1816 to 1830” 

  6.  Histories:  “Early Great Lakes Steamboats; the First Propellers, 1841-1845 

  7.  Histories:  “The Lake Erie Sidewheel Steamers of Frank E. Kirby” 

  8.  Histories:  “Sternwheelers & Sidewheelers; the Romance of Steamdriven Paddleboats in  

   Canada” 

  9.  Histories:  “The WALK-IN-THE-WATER; First Steamship on Lake Erie” 

  10.  Histories:  Miscellaneous Articles 

  11.  Manifests:  Steamer NORTH STAR [copy] 

  12.  Manifests:  Steamer A. D. PATCHIN, 8 June 1848 [copy] 

  13.  Memorandum of Agreement:  Cleveland, Detroit & Lake Superior Line, 30 April 1868 [copy] 

  14.  Newspaper Clippings:  1810s – 1844 

  15.  Newspaper Clippings:  1845 – 1849 

  16.  Newspaper Clippings:  1850 – 1859 

  17.  Newspaper Clippings:  1860 – 1900s 

Box 3:  Photographs: Wood Hull, pre 1865 - 1900 

 Folders 

  1.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, pre 1865, A – B- C 
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  2.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, pre 1865, D – E – F - G 

  3.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, pre 1865, H- I – J – K - L 

  4.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, pre 1865, M – N- O 

  5.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, pre 1865, P – Q - S 

  6.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, pre 1865, T – U – V – W - Y 

  7.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, pre 1865, Multi Vessel Images; Unidentified 

  8.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, 1865 – 1900, A – B - C 

  9.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, 1865 – 1900, D – E – F – G - H 

  10.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, 1865 – 1900, K – L - M 

  11.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, 1865 – 1900, N – O – P – Q - R 

  12.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, 1865 – 1900, S 

  13.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, 1865 – 1900, T – U - W 

  14.  Photographs/Images:  Wood Hull, 1865 – 1900, Multi Vessel Images; Unidentified 

Box 4:  Photographs: Composite – Vessel Lists 

 Folders 

  1.  Photographs:  Composite Hull 

  2.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, pre 1890, Multi Vessel Images; Unidentified; A 

  3.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, pre 1890, C – CITY OF CLEVELAND 

  4.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, pre 1890, CITY OF DETROIT - CO 

  5.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, pre 1890, H – I – K - M 

  6.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, pre 1890, P – Q - S   

  7.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, 1890 – 1920, A – CITY OF BUFFALO 

  8.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, 1890 – 1920, CITY OF CLEVELAND - E 

  9.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, 1890 – 1920, G – K – M – O - P 

  10.  Photographs:  Metal Hull, pre 1890, Q – S – T – V – W; Multi Vessel; Unidentified  

 11.  Receipt:  New York Central Railroad, 1 September 1853 [copy] 

  12.  Technical Drawings: Wood Hull 

   ALASKA, ARCTIC, ATLANTIC, BRISTOL & PROVIDENCE,      

   COMMONWEALTH, DETROIT, GARDEN CITY, MAPLE LEAF (see Archaeological Studies),  

   MAYFLOWER, MICHIGAN, MORNING STAR, PRINCE LABERT, ROTHESAY, ROYAL   

   WILLIAM, SEABIRD, SEBASTOPOL, SOUTHERN BELLE, TRAVELLER, Unknowns, WALK-IN- 

   THE-WATER, YOUNG AMERICA 

  13.  Technical Drawings:  Metal Hull, pre 1890 

   ARGYLE, CITY OF CLEVELAND, CITY OF DETROIT, DARIUS COLE, FRANK E. KIRBY, STATE  

   OF OHIO, TICONDEROGA 

  14.  Technical Drawings:  Metal Hull, 1890 – 1925 

   CITY OF BENTON HARBOR, CITY OF CLEVELAND III, CITY OF DETROIT III, CITY OF TOLEDO, 

   EASTERN STATES, GREATER DETROIT, SEE-AND-BEE, TASHMOO, Unknowns 

  15.  Vessel Lists 

 


